
Uchwała zarządu
stowarzyszenia Sieć Obywatelska Watchdog Polska

nr 8/OB/III/2023
z 27 marca 2023 roku

w sprawie podpisania Deklaracji zasad demokratycznych społeczeństwa
obywatelskiego

1. Na podstawie § 24 pkt 14 Statutu Stowarzyszenia, Zarząd podejmuje decyzję o
podpisaniu Deklaracji zasad demokratycznych społeczeństwa obywatelskiego.
2. Treść deklaracji stanowi załącznik nr 1 do niniejszej uchwały.
3. Kontakt z inicjatorami akcji w sprawie podpisania deklaracji powierza się Marzenie
Błaszczyk.
4. Uchwała wchodzi w życie z dniem podjęcia.

Uzasadnienie

Demokracja i prawa człowieka są zagrożone na całym świecie. Demokracje — czy to w
okresie przejściowym, czy istniejące od dziesięcioleci — stoją w obliczu poważnych wyzwań
w swoich granicach i poza nimi. Nieufność społeczna i niezdolność rządów do zapewnienia
sprawiedliwego i trwałego postępu gospodarczego i politycznego podsyciły polaryzację
polityczną i wzrost liczby przywódców, którzy podważają normy i instytucje demokratyczne.
Na całym świecie słabe zdolności państwowe, słabe rządy prawa, wysokie nierówności i
korupcja nadal osłabiają demokrację.

W 2021 r. w Stanach Zjednoczonych został zainicjowany Szczyt na rzecz demokracji
(Summit for democracy). W jego konsekwencji powstała globalna platforma współpracy
organizacji społecznych. W związku ze zbliżającym się Szczytem na rzecz demokracji w
2023 r. organizacje społeczne przygotowały Deklarację zasad demokratycznych
społeczństwa obywatelskiego.

Cele deklaracji wpisują się w cele statutowe Sieci Obywatelskiej Watchdog Polska.
Szczególnie należy podkreslić następujące zapisy:

- Państwa powinny wspierać kulturę przejrzystości w rządzeniu, umożliwiając prasie
dostęp do informacji potrzebnych do pociągnięcia urzędników publicznych do
odpowiedzialności za ich działania lub nadużycia.

- Państwa powinny kultywować odporność społeczeństwa na dezinformację, chroniąc
prawo do swobodnego dostępu i rozpowszechniania wiarygodnych informacji,
promując umiejętność korzystania z mediów na wszystkich poziomach
społeczeństwa oraz wspierając inicjatywy mające na celu śledzenie, analizowanie i
zwalczanie szkodliwych kampanii dezinformacyjnych.

- Państwa powinny współpracować ze sobą oraz z partnerami z sektora
obywatelskiego i prywatnego w celu promowania najlepszych praktyk w zakresie
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zwalczania korupcji i wzmacniania międzynarodowych mechanizmów
antykorupcyjnych, w tym Konwencji ONZ przeciwko korupcji, Grupy Specjalnej ds.
Przeciwdziałania Praniu Pieniędzy oraz Partnerstwa na rzecz Otwartego Rządu.

- Państwa powinny zachęcać i wspierać lepszy i sprawiedliwszy dostęp młodych ludzi
do otwartej, szybkiej, rzetelnej i wysokiej jakości informacji, w tym za pośrednictwem
technologii informacyjnych i komunikacyjnych oraz radia społecznościowego, w celu
wzmocnienia procesów odpowiedzialności i zwiększenia zaangażowania młodzieży
w podejmowanie decyzji.

Mając na uwadze powyższe, podjęto decyzję o podpisaniu deklaracji.

Oddane głosy 2/3
Za 2/2
Przeciw 0/2
Wstrzymujące się 0/2
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Załącznik nr 1 do uchwały

A Civil Society Declaration of Democratic Principles
on the Occasion of the

2023 Summit for Democracy

Executive Summary

We, the undersigned civil society organizations, believe that all people share an inherent
right and irrepressible desire to live in freedom and make decisions about their own lives.
Democracy is the best form of government for ensuring peace, prosperity, sustainable
development, and human progress because it is rooted in a recognition of human rights and
allows for the orderly reconciliation of competing views and interests. Just as the citizens
and institutions within a democracy hold one another accountable for their adherence to
democratic principles, so must all of the world’s democracies work together to reinforce
shared ideals and confront common threats. In keeping with the goals of the second Summit
for Democracy, the undersigned organizations and individuals express their support for the
14 broad democratic principles summarized below, and call on states to take the
recommended actions associated with each principle.

1. States should protect and cultivate fundamental freedoms and civic space by
guaranteeing respect for the freedoms of association, peaceful assembly, and
expression.

2. States should support election integrity and political pluralism through a robust
multiparty system, free and fair elections, and transparency and accountability in
election processes.

3. States should promote inclusive policymaking by exploring, expanding, and
refining mechanisms that give citizens a substantive and visible role in the major
policy decisions affecting their lives.

4. States should maintain solidarity against authoritarian pressure by publicly
spotlighting the cases of persecuted human rights defenders, journalists, and
democracy activists; providing them with material support and safe havens; and
advocating for the release of those who have been detained.

5. States should support media freedom and resistance to disinformation by
promoting a diverse and independent media sector, allowing the press to hold public
officials accountable, and promoting media literacy at all levels of society.

6. States should uphold fundamental human rights on digital platforms by
strengthening legal protections for free expression online, addressing digital threats
to human security, and enacting data protection and privacy laws that regulate
access to and use of personal data.

7. States should promote the rule of law and people-centered justice by ensuring
that their judicial systems are structurally protected from undue political influence and
other threats to impartiality, and increasing meaningful participation by ordinary
people in judicial processes.

8. States should adopt safeguards against corruption and strengthen international
anticorruption mechanisms to trace, freeze, and confiscate stolen assets; identify and
deter professional service providers who facilitate or encourage transnational
corruption; and ensure that all high-level government representatives can be
investigated without fear of retribution.

9. States should support gender equality by addressing harmful gender-related norms,
stereotypes, and practices that undermine women’s participation in public life, and by
reviewing legislation and policies to ensure that they promote women’s political
participation.
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10. States should promote youth political and civic engagement by encouraging
political parties and civil society organizations to establish youth branches and recruit
young people to participate in their activities, as well as by improving access to
high-quality information to increase youth involvement in decision-making.

11. States should protect equal rights for people with disabilities by involving them in
decision-making processes across all levels of government and ensuring that they
can participate meaningfully in politics as voters, candidates, and election officials.

12. States should support economic opportunity for all by upholding property rights,
promoting free enterprise and fair competition, and guaranteeing the freedom of
workers to associate, organize in independent labor unions, and bargain collectively.

13. States should protect freedom of conscience and religious belief in public and
private by ensuring that religious institutions and communities are able to operate
freely, and by upholding the freedom to eschew religious beliefs or decline
participation in religious activities.

14. States should pursue comprehensive freedom from discrimination and protect
vulnerable populations that are not otherwise addressed above, ensuring that all
people are able to exercise their fundamental human rights without disadvantage on
the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or any other such category.
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A Civil Society Declaration of Democratic Principles
on the Occasion of the

2023 Summit for Democracy

All people share an inherent right and irrepressible desire to live in freedom and make
decisions about their own lives. As historical and more recent events have shown, denial of
this basic truth leads inevitably to injustice, conflict, and suffering.

Democracy is the best form of government for ensuring peace, prosperity, sustainable
development, and human progress because it is rooted in a recognition of human rights and
allows for the orderly reconciliation of competing views and interests. It is a political system
based on the free consent of the governed, and it is maintained through a network of
mutually reinforcing structures, in which those exercising power are subject to checks both
within and outside the state—from independent courts, an independent press, and all the
elements of a diverse and active civil society.

No individual democracy adheres perfectly to this ideal, but democratic rights and institutions
provide the means for self-correction and improvement. When one part of the democratic
system falters, the others can be used as tools to repair and strengthen it, empowering
people to constantly, peacefully strive for a better future.

Some of the most urgent challenges of our time stem from a failure of democratic states and
societies to rally together, offer consistent and reciprocal support, and collectively address
violations of fundamental rights wherever they occur. The neglect has been corrosive,
leading to nearly two decades of decline in global freedom and a pattern of mounting
authoritarian aggression. In response, the world’s democracies must work together to
reinforce shared ideals and confront common threats.

In keeping with the goals of the second Summit for Democracy, we—the undersigned
nongovernmental organizations and civil society cohort leads—declare that the
following principles are integral to the success of all democracies, and to the rights,
dignity, security, and freedom of their people. We call on states to take the recommended
actions associated with each principle.

We affirm that observance of these principles will demonstrate the efficacy, legitimacy, and
appeal of democratic governance, both to those living in freedom and to those still struggling
to end their oppression. We commit to supporting these principles around the world, without
exception, because they protect the dignity of all people and promote opportunity for all.

Principle 1: Protection and Cultivation of Fundamental Freedoms and Civic Space
● States should maintain an enabling environment for civil society activism by

guaranteeing respect for the freedoms of association, peaceful assembly, and
expression and ensuring that law and policy do not impede the work of civil society
organizations.

● States should promote the right of civil society representatives to participate in public
policymaking, in part by affording them opportunities to provide input on proposed
laws and to express views that are critical of existing laws and policies.

● States should refrain from reprisals against and stigmatization of civil society
activists, support international standards that prohibit such behavior, and offer
protection to those who are forced into exile.

Principle 2: Election Integrity and Political Pluralism
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● States should conduct regular, free, and fair elections that are accessible to and
inclusive of all eligible voters and candidates and that enable orderly transfers of
power.

● States should foster space for robust political party competition that provides a
platform for diverse political viewpoints and gives voters a meaningful choice on
election day.

● States should cultivate and appropriately fund autonomous, professional, and
impartial institutions to manage elections.

● States should promote positive, open discourse on democracy, and election
authorities should proactively and expeditiously address information that has the
potential to undermine trust in the election cycle, without improperly infringing on the
fundamental freedoms of speech and expression.

● States and election authorities should consider the opportunities and risks associated
with the introduction of new election technologies and select the most appropriate
tools to support efficient, transparent, and credible election processes.

● States should commit to the ideal, through a democratic system of checks and
balances, that all elected governments serve the interests of the public as a whole
and respect the rights of political and demographic minority groups. Pluralistic
legislatures with the power to monitor and challenge the executive branch should
play an active role in this process.

● States should increase transparency and accountability in political financing to
promote fair competition in elections and close off opportunities for private, illicit, or
undemocratic interests to unduly influence decision-making.

Principle 3: Inclusive Policymaking
● States should recognize that the loss of agency and control among citizens, or even

the impression thereof, is a key source of democratic instability.
● States should prevent related harms by working to explore, expand, and refine

mechanisms that give citizens a substantive and visible role in the major policy
decisions and legislative initiatives affecting their lives.

● States should take into account the voices of people from emerging democracies and
the Global South when developing policies that could affect conditions beyond their
own borders. For example, states should consult widely on draft regulations for
global digital platforms that might negatively impact freedom of expression in other
countries.

Principle 4: Solidarity against Authoritarian Pressure
● States with donor capacity should maintain or significantly increase their support for

democratic movements and institutions worldwide. They should deepen diplomatic
and material support for democratic activists in authoritarian environments and
provide a safe haven for those who are forced to flee as a result of their work.

● States should keep a public spotlight on the mounting number of human rights
defenders, journalists, and democracy activists who have been detained worldwide,
and take additional steps to routinely and proactively advocate for the swift release of
specific political prisoners during interactions with counterparts in other governments.

● States should recognize that transnational repression is a threat to democracy and
human rights worldwide, as it undermines the rule of law, imperils civil and political
liberties, and spreads authoritarian practices. States should commit to addressing
transnational repression, including by ending impunity for perpetrators, strengthening
the resilience of democratic institutions, and protecting vulnerable groups and
individuals.

● States should reinforce economic solidarity as a deterrent to authoritarian economic
coercion, working to better insulate individual states from retaliatory measures when
they stand up for the values of democracy and human rights.
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Principle 5: Media Freedom and Resistance to Disinformation
● States should recognize that a diverse and independent media sector is essential to

the health of a democracy, and actively protect journalists from censorship, threats of
violence, and other undue restrictions on their work.

● States should foster a culture of transparency in government, allowing the press to
access the information it needs to hold public officials accountable for their
performance or malfeasance.

● States should enact and adhere to laws and regulations that protect freedom of
expression as enshrined in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

● States should cultivate societal resilience to disinformation by safeguarding the right
to freely access and distribute credible information, promoting media literacy at all
levels of society, and supporting initiatives committed to tracking, analyzing, and
combating harmful disinformation campaigns.

● States should take a proactive approach to countering disinformation, enhancing
their predictive capabilities and engaging in preemptive measures to “prebunk”
emerging narratives. They should invest in public diplomacy to advance these goals.

● States should work with the private sector to reform media regulations and markets in
a manner that will support independent news outlets’ financial self-sufficiency, and
actively challenge business models and algorithms that either incentivize or monetize
hate speech or dis- and misinformation.

Principle 6: Human Rights on Digital Platforms
● States should uphold fundamental human rights in the digital sphere. They should

refrain from shutting down or disrupting access to and use of telecommunications
and online services, including social media platforms, anticensorship technologies,
and websites hosting political, social, and religious speech. They should also
strengthen legal protections for free expression online, including by decriminalizing
speech that is protected under international human rights standards and refraining
from the imposition of civil penalties for such speech. The exchange of information
through the internet and online platforms should remain open, affordable, and
secure, even in times of crisis.

● States should address digital threats to human security. They should tightly regulate
the deployment and ban the export of surveillance tools or other technologies that
can facilitate human rights abuses, like NSO Group’s Pegasus spyware product.
These systems are often used to spy on human rights defenders, political dissidents,
and journalists, or to harass vulnerable communities across borders.

● States should enact data protection and privacy laws that strengthen human rights,
protect encryption, and strictly regulate access to and use of personal data by both
state and nonstate actors. Governments should protect their people from harmful
commercial data policies and practices that incentivize abuse and misuse of private
information. They should also ensure that state collection and use of communications
data is carried out in a transparent, accountable, and rights-respecting manner.

● States should use and regulate digital technologies in a manner that not only
supports fundamental rights but also advances equitable economic development,
environmental sustainability, and innovation.

Principle 7: Rule of Law and People-Centered Justice
● States should ensure that their judicial systems are structurally protected from undue

political influence and other threats to impartiality, and that independent courts have
the authority to check executive or legislative action that infringes on human rights or
democratic principles.

● States should put ordinary people and their needs at the center of justice systems, in
part by eliminating legal, administrative, financial, and practical barriers that may
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prevent some segments of society from accessing relevant services, obtaining due
process rights, or securing a fair resolution of their cases.

● States should empower people and communities to understand, use, and shape the
law, and increase meaningful participation in judicial processes.

● States should use the justice system to prevent and deescalate conflict, promote
reconciliation, and address the root causes of societal violence.

Principle 8: Safeguards against Corruption
● States should work with one another and with civic and private-sector partners to

promote best practices for fighting corruption and strengthen international
anticorruption mechanisms, including the UN Convention against Corruption, the
Financial Action Task Force, and the Open Government Partnership.

● States should seek to introduce the most effective possible legal mechanisms for
tracing, freezing, and confiscating stolen assets. These could include laws against
illicit enrichment and forfeiture systems that do not first require criminal conviction.

● States should work proactively to identify any proceeds of corruption held within their
jurisdictions and provide information regarding these assets to the state of origin.

● States should recognize the special nature of high-level corruption and harmonize
their laws and practices to overcome barriers to extradition and other forms of
cooperation.

● States should identify and deter any professional service providers—including
attorneys, bankers, accountants, real-estate brokers, financial advisers, and
corporate consultants—who facilitate, encourage, or enable transnational corruption
through legal or illegal means.

● States should establish a beneficial ownership registry that is appropriately resourced
and monitored, and that balances the public interests of data privacy and ownership
transparency.

● States should uphold fair and transparent processes for public procurement and
associated activities, ensuring that they serve the public interest and minimize
opportunities for rent-seeking, bribe-taking, and other forms of corruption.

● States should encourage “collective action” initiatives, including integrity pacts, as a
critical multistakeholder tool for preventing corruption at the public-private interface.

● States should have legal mechanisms in place to ensure that no one is above the law
and all high-level representatives of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches
can be effectively investigated without fear of retribution.

Principle 9: Gender Equality
● States should accelerate efforts to address harmful gender-related norms,

stereotypes, cultural and social practices, and behaviors that undermine women’s
opportunities to participate on equal terms in public life. They should include men and
boys in these efforts and encourage media and educational institutions to incorporate
gender equality into their professional training and core content.

● States should conduct a systematic review of legislation, policies, and customary
laws to ensure that they promote, rather than hinder, women’s political participation.

● States should create an enabling environment for women’s political participation by
showing zero tolerance for all forms of violence against women, setting legal or
normative quotas for women in decision-making bodies, and ensuring that political
parties adopt inclusive, transparent, and accountable measures for gender equality
within their organizations.

● States should fully implement and fund UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on
women, peace, and security. They should systematically integrate a gender
perspective into all stages of conflict prevention, peace, and security efforts by
engaging women as equal and meaningful participants at the international, national,
and local levels.
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Principle 10: Youth Political and Civic Engagement
● States should encourage political parties and civil society groups to establish youth

branches within their organizations and recruit young people to participate in political
and civic activities.

● States should generally consider youth as an opportunity rather than a problem and
increase investment in high-quality education in order to enhance, in the long term,
young people's capacity development and involvement in public affairs.

● States should encourage and support improved and fair access for young people to
open, prompt, reliable, and high-quality information, including through information
and communication technologies and community radio, in order to strengthen
accountability processes and increase youth involvement in decision-making.

● States should support human rights and gender equality among young people, and
eradicate all forms of violence and prejudice against adolescents and youth,
including child marriage, early and coerced marriage, and other damaging practices
that affect adolescent girls and young women in particular.

Principle 11: Equal Rights for People with Disabilities
● States should involve people with disabilities and their representative organizations in

decision-making processes across all levels of government, in the spirit of “nothing
about us without us.” Disability rights issues should also be mainstreamed across a
wide range of policy areas, including climate change, food security, disaster risk,
health care, and economic growth.

● States should align their electoral processes with universal design principles to
ensure that people with disabilities can participate meaningfully in politics as voters,
candidates, election officials, and observers. This includes making all public buildings
physically accessible, providing voter and civic education information in accessible
formats, and bringing legal frameworks into compliance with the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

● States should invest in civic education activities that will support greater engagement
by people with disabilities, making an effort to reach young people, members of
ethnic and religious minorities, Indigenous people, and those who are out of school
and living in remote areas.

Principle 12: Economic Opportunity for All
● States should support broad access to economic opportunity by upholding individual

and communal property rights and preventing arbitrary expropriation or legal seizures
without adequate compensation.

● States should create legal and regulatory conditions that support free enterprise and
fair competition, the establishment and operation of small businesses, and freedom
from bribery and extortion.

● States should uphold the freedom of workers to associate and organize in
independent labor unions, bargain collectively and enter into contracts with
employers, and engage in peaceful strike actions to advance their interests.

● States should actively identify and punish exploitative labor practices, including
unsafe working conditions, forced labor, child labor, and trafficking in persons.

● States should protect freedom of movement in all its forms, including the ability to
travel to educational institutions and new places of employment.

Principle 13: Freedom of Conscience and Religious Belief
● States should protect the fundamental freedom to practice and express one’s

religious faith or nonbelief in public and private.
● States should ensure that religious institutions and communities are able to operate

without undue regulatory burdens, construct and maintain religious buildings without
discriminatory obstacles, and provide voluntary religious instruction without official
interference.
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● States should uphold the freedom of individuals to eschew religious beliefs and
practices, decline participation in religious activities, or decline military service for
reasons of conscience.

Principle 14: Comprehensive Freedom from Discrimination
● States should protect vulnerable populations that are not otherwise addressed

above, ensuring that all people are able to exercise their fundamental human rights
without disadvantage on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, socioeconomic
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other such category.

● States should recognize that the principles enumerated here are not intended to be
exclusive. While different circumstances may call for an emphasis on different
dimensions of democratic liberty, no such shift in focus should be interpreted as a
denial or diminishment of any aspect of human dignity.
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Dostawcą usługi jest Autenti sp. z o.o. z siedzibą w Poznaniu przy ul. Św. Marcin 29/8, zarejestrowaną przez Sąd Rejonowy Poznań - Nowe Miasto i Wilda w Poznaniu, VIII Wydział Gospodarczy Krajowego Rejestru Sądowego 
pod numerem KRS: 0000436998, NIP: 7831693251, kapitał zakładowy 6 811 700,00 zł.
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